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Fourth Sunday of Easter April 11, 2021 
On Zoom at 10:00 

Code: 229508663 PW: 056996 

 
Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional grounds of the Anishinaabe 
(meaning “the people”) People, and we honor their elders both past and present. 

  

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Call to Worship 

 

The call of Christ is this:  
Love one another. 
The law and prophets teach this:  
Love one another.   
The world calls us to fulfill our desires, 
But Christ commands us to love one another.  
We do this best not in words or speech, 
But in truth and action. 
Beloved, let us love one another, 
For Christ loved us first.  Come, worship God, who is Love.    

 
  

Prayer of Brokenness/Confession 
Almighty God, we fail to love one another, because we love the things of this world more.  We love having 
possessions, because they make us feel valued.  The more possessions we have, the more we feel safe 
and secure.  We worry that we will not have enough, while others go hungry and homeless.  Forgive us 
for being possessed by our possessions.  Forgive us for turning to wealth instead of love.  Call us back 
into Your commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves.  If we live this out, we know there will be 
enough for everyone, for You have provided an abundant Earth for us all.  Call us into mutual love, 
understanding, and care.  In Jesus’ name  Amen.  

 
Blessing/Assurance  

When our hearts condemn us for failing to love one another, we remember that God is greater than 
our hearts.  God know us and loves us still, and forgives us for our shortcomings.  You are forgiven.  
Extend that same grace and forgiveness to others.  You are loved, so share this love with one 
another.  You have no condemnation in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Go and share the good news.  
Amen.  
 

Gathering Song #339 vs 1 & 2 ELW  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!" 

 
 
 

 

 

Greeting 
The God who created space and time, journeyed with us in human form, and travels with us still, be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

  

Christ the Lord is risen today; Alleluia! 
Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 
 

For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 
sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord is risen on high; Alleluia! 
now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
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Kyrie 
  

In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
For this holy house and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.  
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The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray. (response after the prayer)  Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day  

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold.  Feed us, and we 
shall be satisfied; heal us and we shall be whole.  Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirt, one God, now and forever. Amen 

  
WORD 

   
  
Psalmody  Psalm  23 

 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
he restores my soul. 
 

He leads me in right paths 
for his name’s sake. 
 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff— 
they comfort me. 
 

You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

my whole life long.  
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Gospel 
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The Holy Gospel according to John 10:11-18 
  

   Response after the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And 
I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life in order to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

 
   Response after the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

 
Sermon  
  

 
Hymn of the Day  #764 vs 1, 2 & 4 “Have No Fear Little Flock” 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

We believe in an Easter God, who transforms darkness into light, hatred into tolerance, despair 
into hope. 
 
We believe God is always working for good, changing every Good Friday nightmare into an Easter 
dream of new possibility. 
 
We believe the risen Christ, who befriends us on our roads of searching and worry; who touches 
us through song and silence, word and gesture; who calls us by name to enter the dance of life.   
 
We believe in the Spirit, the hidden presence behind every resurrection, who beacons us to leave 
tomblike safety and trust the gracious invitation to live joyfully.   
 
We believe the Spirit is always renewing the church and making us a people who practice 
kindness, encourage beauty and work for justice and freedom.   
 
We believe we are an Easter people, a sign that with God all things are possible.  Amen. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Have no fear, little flock; 

have no fear, little flock, 

for the Father has chosen 

to give you the kingdom;  

have no fear, little flock! 

 

Have good cheer, little flock; 

have good cheer, little flock, 

for the Father will keep you 

in his love forever;  

have good cheer, little flock! 

 

Thankful hearts raise to God; 

thankful hearts raise to God,  

for he stays close beside you, 

in all things works with you;  

thankful hearts raise to God! 
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Prayers of Intersession  
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
A brief silence 
 
Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you.  Your voice calls us to your loving 
embrace.  Strengthen your church throughout the world  that we bear witness to your expansive love.   
Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.   

 
Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy.  Restore your creation to 
wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with life.   
Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 
Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage.  Place into the hearts of all leaders 
and rulers the passion to serve.  Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders joy in lifting 
up the lowly.   
Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 
Abiding shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us.  Move us with your Spirit, so 
that we lay down our lives for those in need especially Friends and Family of Mark, Luke, Judy, Wally 
& Colleen, Bill, Ruthann, Beverly, Chuck, Wilma, Barb, Gene, “Tiny, Pavel, Alla, Oliver, & Victoria. Hear 
us O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 
Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness.  Help our community in our life together and give us 
vigor as a people of faith.  In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us anew with your Holy 
Spirit.   
Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great.   

 
We pray for those who suffer from the coronavirus, and those who have died from the coronavirus. 
Receive the dead into your gentle embrace and comfort their loved ones with the power and 
protection of your peace. Give hope and healing to those who are sick and protection and healing 
hands and hearts, to the care givers and those on the front lines. Hear us O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands.  In the assurance of resurrection hope, 
we remember our loved ones who have died in you.  Bring us with them, to dwell in your house 
forever.   
Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness 
and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 
 
Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
Share with one another a sign of God’s peace. 
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MEAL 
  
 
Offering Prayer 

  

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those 
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  

 
Great Thanksgiving 
  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Consecration/The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
  

God prepares the table for us, offering us a feast of abundant love. Our cups overflow with the bounty 
of grace, - restoring our souls, healing our brokenness, nourishing us with bread and cup for the life of 
ministry. Come, to this table where you are known and loved. 
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Communion Hymn   #780 ELW     “Shepherd Me, O God”  
Solo by Mike Powers 

 
Prayer after Communion  

  

God has filled you with the Holy Spirit and nourished you with the body and blood of Christ Jesus at this 
feast of love. May you become God’s upright cup of blessing spilling out God’s gifts to all the world. Go in 
peace and joy knowing you are a child of the risen God.  Amen.  
 
Announcements 
  
  

SENDING 
As Christ burst forth from the tomb, may new life burst forth from us and show itself in acts of love 
and healing to a hurting world.  
And may the same Christ, who lives forever and is the source of our new life, keep your hearts 
rejoicing and grant you peace this day and always. Amen. 
  

Sending Song   #536 vs 1 & 2   “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 

 
 
Dismissal   

We have gathered.  Now send us with love into Your world.  
Thanks be to God! 

  

  
  

God be with you till we meet again, 

By His counsels guide, uphold you, 

With His sheep securely fold you, 

God be with you till we meet again. 

Refrain 

Till we meet, till we meet, 

Till we meet at Jesus ’feet; 

Till we meet, till we meet, 

God be with you till we meet again.  

 

God be with you till we meet again, 

’Neath His wings protecting hide you, 

Daily manna still divide you, 

God be with you till we meet again. 

[Refrain] 

 

 
After Pieter Bruegel the Elder 

The parable of the good shepherd (by P. Galle) 

 

http://www.artnet.com/artists/pieter-brueghel-the-elder/

