
MORNING WORSHIP 
Live on Facebook at 10:00 AM 

Coffee hour at 11am after service via Zoom  
Code: 229508663     PW: 056996  

January 3, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Christmas 

Prelude/Welcome 
 
 

Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional grounds of the 
Anishinaabe (meaning “the people”) People, and we honor their elders both past and present. 

 
Order of Worship 

 

Call to Worship 
Shout to the Lord your praises! 
Sing to the Lord the joy of this day! 
For God’s might and power are established in the universe! 
God’s transforming love beckons us. 
Come, let us worship God whose Light bursts forth into our darkness! 
Let us praise the God of salvation who brings us home. AMEN. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

O God of goodness and light, illumine a path for us by which we may walk in faithfulness.  Too often we have lost 
our way.  You have given us all that we need to live sober lives in a right mind.  Impel us to sin no more and give 
us a more perfect knowledge of your divine ways in the world.  Grant us the opportunity to celebrate this coming 
year with a faithfulness that we scarcely knew we had in us.  Power this celebration through your Holy Spirit - 
the greatest gift you can offer us today.  Amen   

 

Words of Assurance 
Release the burdens of the past.  Relinquish control from that which is only in God’s hands.  Allow the peace of God to 
dwell in you.  You are forgiven.  Accept the gift.  Relax in the warmth of God’s embrace.  Amen.  

 

Gathering Song  #283 ELW vs 1 & 2“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 
And also with you. 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;   
come and behold him, born the king of angels;  
 
Refrain: O come let us adore him, O come let 
us adore him, O come let us adore him, Christ 
the Lord! 

The highest, most holy, light and light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;  
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing: 
Refrain 



Prayer of the Day 

The Lord is with you. And also with you. 
Let us  pray: 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.  By your grace 
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Kyrie 

Glory to God 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our 



Word 

Epistle Reading: Sirach 24: 1-9 
(after the reading)  The word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to John 1:1-5 

Response after announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.   

 Response after reading: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon/Reflection 

Hymn of the Day  # 295 ELW   vs 1 & 3 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  

 Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be,  
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,  
of the things that are, that have been, and that future  
years shall see, evermore and evermore.  

Affirmation of Faith  
We believe in God, the creator and giver of life, who brought all creation to birth.   

We believe in Jesus Christ:  God born among us as a fragile baby, emboding both love and the need for love. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, breathed into us at our birth, encouraging, exhorting, comforting, nourishing, our growth 
and inspiring our living. 
 

Hunted at birth and humiliated at death, Christ entered our fearful darkness so that we might  

enter his glorious light and share the life of his resurrection.   
 

And we believe that each new child is a glimpse of the face of God, a sign of the life to come, and a call to live in peace 
and celebrate living together.  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to All people on earth.  Amen. 

This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord,  
whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word;  
now he shines, the long expected;  
let creation praise its Lord evermore and evermore.  



Prayers of Intersession  
 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need.  
 
 
A brief silence. 
 
 
Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth.  Protect 
your church from stumbling.  Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or despair.  Make us radi-
ant with goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory.  Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great.   
 
 
You bring together heaven and earth.  All creation testifies to your splendor.  Hold the ecosystems 
of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rain-
forests.  Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world around us.   Hear us, O God.  Your 
mercy is great.   
 
 
You overflow with grace upon grace.  Expand the imaginations of those who serve in positions of 
authority.  Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and communities.  Protect all those in 
harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake of others.   Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 
great.   
 
 
Bring consolation to those who weep.  Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated.  Ac-
company those living with chronic or invisible illness.  Sustain the weak and weary.  Refresh those 
who labor under the weight of pain or sickness especially Wally and Colleen, Paula, Chick, Bill, 
Ruthann, Beverly, Chuck, Wilma, Brad, Audra, Barb, Gene, Deb, “Tiny,” Pavel, Alla, Oliver and 
Victoria, Joanne & Jim, & friends and family of Georgia Rettmer.  Reveal your power to heal and 
to save.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 
 
You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light.  Bring justice and reconciliation to commu-
nities divided by oppressions and misuse of power.  Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy 
and truth.  Help us honor your image in one another.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 
 
We pray for those who suffer from the coronavirus, and those who have died from the corona-
virus. Receive the dead into your gentle embrace and comfort their loved ones with the power and 
protection of your peace. Give hope and healing to those who are sick and protection and healing 
hands and hearts, to the care givers and those on the front lines. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
You turn our mourning into joy.  We give thanks for those who have died in faith.  With all the 
saints, give us our inheritance in Christ.  In the fullness of time, gather us all together in your mer-
cy.   Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the 
name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

 



Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
Show a sign of peace in the chat.   
 

Offering Prayer 
Lord of our life, the path to you is straight, this Christmas season, may we proclaim a message 
that is exemplified by our generosity, our kindness, and our prays.  In Jesus way we pray.  Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily  bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

Go forth to love and serve God in All that you do.  And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit abide with you now and forever. Amen 

 

Sending Hymn #298 vs 1, 3 & 6  “The Bells of Christmas” 
The bell of Christmas chime once more; the heavenly guest is at the door.   
He comes to earthly dwellings still with new year gifts of peace, good will.  
 
Now let us go with quiet mind, the swaddled babe with shepherds find,  
to gaze on him who manger stall, no pearl nor silk nor kingly hall.   
 
Come Jesus, glorious heav’nly guest, and keep your Christmas in our breast;  
then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long, shall swell our jubilee of song.   
 
 

 
Go in love and light and know that Christ goes with you! Thanks be to God. 


