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Seventh Sunday of Easter May 16, 2021 
On Zoom at 10:00 

Code: 229508663 PW: 056996 

 
Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional grounds of the Anishinaabe 
(meaning “the people”) People, and we honor their elders both past and present. 

  

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Call to Worship 

 
 

Mysterious God, 
You reveal yourself in Jesus, your Beloved Child 
who gives us a glimpse of your glory 
and invites us to share in the unity of all that is Holy: 
the holiness that is You, your creation, your people, 
united in the Spirit that breaks through all boundaries of fear and injustice. 
 

As disciples of Christ, 
we proclaim in our words the hope 
“that we may all be one”, 
yet often we become bound, even imprisoned, 
by our fears or distrust of those 
who seem different from us in some way. 
When our fears bind us, 
we forget our calling to be witnesses in the world 
of the love of God manifest in Christ Jesus 
and in each of us. 
The fear of difference causes us to retreat 
and separate ourselves from others.             
The fear of difference imprisons us in cells of our own making. 
 

Meet us here today, O Unity, and teach us to be one: 
One in love for each other 
One in understanding with all who find in Jesus the Way to You 
One in peace with all who find other paths to your Truth. 
We ask all this in the name of Jesus, whose fervent prayer was ever: 
“May they all be one.”                                                                                       ~ written by Rev. Susan A. Blain 
 

  

Gathering Song #392 vs 1 & 2  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! 
His the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, 
His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
Thunder like a mighty flood. 
Jesus, out of every nation, 
Has redeemed us by his blood. 
 

Alleluia! Not as orphans 
Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; 
Faith believes nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him 
When the forty days were o'er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise, 
"I am with you evermore”? 
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Greeting 
The God who created space and time, journeyed with us in human form, and travels with us still, be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

  

Kyrie 
  

In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
For this holy house and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.  
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The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray. (response after the prayer)  Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day  

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect 
us from evil.  By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen 

  
WORD 

   
 
First Reading Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(after the reading) Assistant: The word of Life. People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said,  “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus—  for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
 
So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.”  So they proposed 
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias.  Then they prayed 
and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have 
chosen  to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go 
to his own place.”  And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added 
to the eleven apostles. 
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Gospel 
  

The Holy Gospel according to John 17: 6-19  

   Response after the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 
   

Response after the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

Sermon  
  

Hymn of the Day #579 vs 1 & 5  “Lord, You  Give the Great Commission” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in an Easter God, who transforms darkness into light, hatred into tolerance, despair 
into hope. 
 

We believe God is always working for good, changing every Good Friday nightmare into an Easter 
dream of new possibility. 
 

We believe the risen Christ, who befriends us on our roads of searching and worry; who touches 
us through song and silence, word and gesture; who calls us by name to enter the dance of life.   
 

We believe in the Spirit, the hidden presence behind every resurrection, who beacons us to leave 
tomblike safety and trust the gracious invitation to live joyfully.   
 

We believe the Spirit is always renewing the church and making us a people who practice 
kindness, encourage beauty and work for justice and freedom.   
 

We believe we are an Easter people, a sign that with God all things are possible.  Amen. 

Lord, You give the great commission: 

“Heal the sick and preach the Word.” 

Lest the Church neglect its mission, 

And the Gospel go unheard, 

Help us witness to Your purpose 

With renewed integrity, 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us 

For the work of ministry. 

 

Lord, You bless with words assuring: 

“I am with you to the end.” 

Faith and hope and love restoring, 

May we serve as You intend 

And, amid the cares that claim us, 

Hold in mind eternity. 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us 

For the work of ministry. 

 

 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given 
me is from you;  for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.   And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in 
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.  While I was with them, I 
protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost 
except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I am coming to you, 
and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves.  I 
have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, 
just as I do not belong to the world.  I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to 
protect them from the evil one.  They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world.  Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  As you have sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world.  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth. 
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Prayers of Intersession  
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
A brief silence 
 
Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete,  Root the church in your Word and 
unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving people, ready to testify to your Spirit at 
work. 
Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.   

 
Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse.  Seas teem with life, 
forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep within the soil. Guard and keep this 
world for the well-being of all your creatures. 
Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of water.  
Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace and truth.  Strengthen them so that 
the people that they serve will have abundant life.  
Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast or rejected.  Grant 
healing and love to all in need especially Luke, Judy, Wally & Colleen, Bill, Ruthann, Beverly, Chuck, 
Wilma, Barb, Gene, Pavel, Alla, Oliver, & Victoria. Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great.   

 
We pray for those who suffer from the coronavirus, and those who have died from the coronavirus. 
Receive the dead into your gentle embrace and comfort their loved ones with the power and 
protection of your peace. Give hope and healing to those who are sick and protection and healing 
hands and hearts, to the care givers and those on the front lines. Hear us O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus.  Through the witness of those 
who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life.  We cherish the memory of your saints. 
Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness 
and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 
 
Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
Share with one another a sign of God’s peace. 
 

MEAL 

  
Offering Prayer 

  

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those 
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  
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Great Thanksgiving 
  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Consecration/The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
  

God prepares the table for us, offering us a feast of abundant love. Our cups overflow with the bounty 
of grace, - restoring our souls, healing our brokenness, nourishing us with bread and cup for the life of 
ministry. Come, to this table where you are known and loved. 
  

 
Communion Hymn #393 vs 1 & 5   “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A hymn of glory let us sing; 

New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, 

Ascends unto the throne of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

A hymn of glory let us sing; 

New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, 

Ascends unto the throne of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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Prayer after Communion  

  

God has filled you with the Holy Spirit and nourished you with the body and blood of Christ Jesus at this 
feast of love. May you become God’s upright cup of blessing spilling out God’s gifts to all the world. Go in 
peace and joy knowing you are a child of the risen God.  Amen.  
 
Announcements 
  
  

SENDING 
As Christ burst forth from the tomb, may new life burst forth from us and show itself in acts of love 
and healing to a hurting world.  
And may the same Christ, who lives forever and is the source of our new life, keep your hearts 
rejoicing and grant you peace this day and always. Amen. 
  

Sending Song #855 vs 1 & 5 “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal   

We have gathered.  Now send us with love and healing into Your world.  
Thanks be to God! 

  

  
  

Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 

all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 

through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o'er the grave, 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save; 

his glories now we sing 

who died and rose on high, 

who died eternal life to bring, 

and lives that death may die. 

 


