
MORNING WORSHIP 
Live on Facebook at 10:00 AM 

Coffee hour at 11am after service via Zoom  
Code: 229508663     PW: 056996  

December 20, 2020 
4th Sunday of Advent 

Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional grounds of the 

Anishinaabe (meaning “the people”) People, and we honor their elders both past and present. 

Order of Worship 

Prelude  

Gathering  
Today we gather in love in the name of God, we gather in love and light four candles with the 
Creator of Light; +Jesus, the  Light of the World; we gather in love with the Holy Spirit, the Light 
who illumines our  path. Light four candles, breathe in love, breathe out love…breathe in love, 
breathe out love… Amen.  

 

Hymn #240 vs 4  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 
Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He is coming, tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining!  

 
Advent Prayer (written by Rev Deborah Vaughn) 

Silently and gently, falling and failing, changing and resting, seeking you, Lord… 
 

We watch, we wait, we dream, we pray… 
 

For the earth to renew, for our hearts to soften, for your grace to cover us, for your justice to pour 
out, for time and space to listen, for courage to act… 
 

On the edge of Advent, we sit with you…we pause…we hurt…we repent…we rage… 
 

When will it be? Will it ever be? Come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song  #272 vs 1, 3 & 4  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with 
you all. And also with you. 

 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming  
from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming  
as seers of old have sung, 
It came, a flow’r so bright,  
amid the cold of winter,  
when half-spent was the night. 

This flow’r, whose fragrance tender 
with sweetness fills the air; 
Dispels with glorious splendor  
the darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God,  
from sin and death he saves us  
and lightens every load. 

O Savior,  child of Mary,  
who felt our human woe;  
O Savior, king of glory,  
who dost our weakness know:  
Bring us at length, we pray, 
 to the bright courts of heaven  
and into endless day. 



Prayer of the Day 

The Lord is with you. And also with you. 
Let us  pray: 
 

God of love, fill us with your Spirit of courage and liberty. When we are tempted by hatred, let us 
sow love. When we encounter hate, let us sow love. And when we witness or receive the gift of 
love, let us recognize your presence, leap for joy, and boldly, bravely, freely sow love all the 
more. Come, Jesus, come! Amen. 

Kyrie 

Glory to God 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our 



Word 

 

Psalmody Luke 1:46b-55 
And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
 

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. 
 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
 

he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for-
ever.” 

 
 
 

Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 1:26-38 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-

reth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord 

is with you.”  But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 

this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Je-

sus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 

am a virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 

son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be im-

possible with God.”  Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

Sermon/Reflection 

A Poem by Maya Angelou 
 
“Love’s Exquisite Freedom” 
 
We, unaccustomed to courage 
exiles from delight 
live coiled in shells of loneliness 
until love leaves its high holy temple 
and comes into our sight 
to liberate us into life. 
 
Love arrives 
and in its train come ecstasies 
old memories of pleasure 
ancient histories of pain. 
Yet if we are bold, 
love strikes away the chains of fear 
from our souls. 
 
We are weaned from our timidity 
In the flush of love's light 
we dare be brave 
And suddenly we see 
that love costs all we are 
and will ever be. 
Yet it is only love 
which sets us free. 

 

Hymn of the Day  # 292 ELW   vs 1 & 3 “Love Has Come”  

 

 

 

 

 

Love has come a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear now their song of joy arises: Love! Love! 
Born  unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

Love has  come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are 
seeking. Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to 
you, God on high! 



Advent Affirmation of Faith  

We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
The one who is full of patience, who is not afraid of silence, 
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise. 
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry, and who does not jostle for attention. 
 
We believe in God the Son, Saviour of creation, who slipped into Bethlehem one 
night, mostly unnoticed, who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry, who  
frequently took time alone with his patient Father, who waited for the right time to  
become the suffering servant, who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers, 
whose silence overpowered their words, who died, then rose again on a quiet  
Sunday morning. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  who strengthens, empowers, renews and  
refreshes, sometimes arriving with obvious power, sometimes with the quiet breath 
of a whisper. 
 
We believe in one God  who patiently waits for us, and who longs for us to do the 
same. 



Prayers of Intersession  

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world.  Hear our 

prayers for everyone in need.   
 

A brief silence. 
 

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed.  In this holy season we pray for out neighbors of 

other denominations and faiths.  Inspire the faith of their people.  Cultivate understanding among 

us and strengthen us in love and service to our community.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great.   
 

Creator God, you scatter the proud.  Everything we have belongs first to you.  Bless and protect 

the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us.  Give us humility as we 

tend them.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 

Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly.  We pray for the leaders of all na-

tions, that they amplify the voices of people in need.  Guide all people entrusted with leadership, 

to create societies in which everyone can flourish.   Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 

Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty.  Nourish 

those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition.  Bless the work of advocates, community 

organizers, and food pantries.  Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need.   Hear us, 

O God.  Your mercy is great.   
 

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in need of healing 

in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence especially for Wally and Colleen, Paula, Chick, 

Bill, Ruthann, Beverly, Chuck, Wilma, Brad, Audra, Barb, Gene, Deb, “Tiny,” Pavel, Alla, Oliver 

and Victoria. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for those who suffer from the coronavirus, and those who have died from the corona-

virus. Receive the dead into your gentle embrace and comfort their loved ones with the power and 

protection of your peace. Give hope and healing to those who are sick and protection and healing 

hands and hearts, to the care givers and those on the front lines. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 
 

Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give thanks for the 

ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, planned, dreamed, en-

couraged, and reached out as they served you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of female 

leaders in our time. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great.  
 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 



Peace 

This ancient ritual of peace-offering is a reminder of our deepest human connections, and our 
need for each other on a huge level, our interconnectedness, a reminder that we don’t walk 
through life alone, Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “We are caught in an inescapable network 
of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirect-
ly.”   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
Cross your hands over your heart. Close your eyes. Move your hands to your shoulders. 
Squeeze. Feel the hugs and love of the people. 
 

Offering Prayer 
Let us pray: 
God of Light, our world is a very dark place. Therefore, we offer the gifts of ourselves, our 
time, and our resources, trusting you will use us to set the world aglow with your loving 
presence. May we give glory to you as our offerings continue to shine in your  created 
Kingdom. Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily  bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 
unto you. May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you hope. Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn #294 vs 1 & 3    “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 

In the bleak mid winter, frosty wind made moan,  
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid winter, long ago. 
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him give my heart. 
 

 
Go in love and know that Christ goes with you! Thanks be to God. 


