
MORNING WORSHIP 
Live on Facebook at 10:00 AM 

Coffee hour at 11am after service via Zoom  
Code: 229508663     PW: 056996  

December 13, 2020 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional grounds of the 

Anishinaabe (meaning “the people”) People, and we honor their elders both past and present. 

Order of Worship 

Prelude  

Gathering  
Today we gather in joy in the name of God, we gather in joy and light two candles with the Creator 
of Light; +Jesus, the  Light of the World; we gather in joy with the Holy Spirit, the Light who 
illumines our path. Light two candles, breathe in joy, breathe out joy…breathe in joy, breathe out 
joy…Amen. 
 

 

Hymn #240 vs 3  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 
Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads, and lift high the gateway for the king of glory. 

 

Advent Prayer (written by Rev Deborah Vaughn) 
Silently and gently, falling and failing, changing and resting, seeking you, Lord… 
 

We watch, we wait, we dream, we pray… 
 

For the earth to renew, for our hearts to soften, for your grace to cover us, for your justice to pour 
out, for time and space to listen, for courage to act… 
 

On the edge of Advent, we sit with you…we pause…we hurt…we repent…we rage… 
 

When will it be? Will it ever be? Come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song  #283 vs 1 & 3 “o Come All Ye Faithful” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with 
you all. And also with you. 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant! O come ye,  
O come ye to Bethlehem: Come 
and behold him, born the king of 
angels: 

Refrain:  O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the 
Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exul-
tation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
Glory to God in the highest: 
Refrain 



Prayer of the Day 

The Lord is with you. And also with you. 
Let us  pray: 
 

God of delight, God of celebration, God of good news of great joy for all people - we pray for  
your world so full of sorrows. Let us weep with those who weep, and rejoice with  those who re-
joice. Most of all, let us sing with Mary of how you delight in lifting up the lowly, scattering the 
proud, and filling the hungry  with  good things. Come, Jesus, come.  Amen. 

Kyrie 

Glory to God 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our 



Word 

 

Psalmody Psalm 126  
A harvest of Joy 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
    we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 
    “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
The Lord has done great things for us, 
    and we rejoiced. 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
    like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
May those who sow in tears 
    reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, 
    bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
    carrying their sheaves. 

 
 
 
 

Gospel 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 1:46-55 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Mary’s Song of Praise 
And Mary[a] said,“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name. 
 
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength 
with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
 
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise 
he made to our ancestors to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon/Reflection 

A Poem by Maya Angelou 
 

JUST LIKE JOB 
 

My Lord, my Lord, 

Long have I cried out to Thee 

In the heat of the sun, 

The cool of the moon, 

My screams searched the heavens for Thee. 

My God, 

When my blanket was nothing but dew, 

Rags and bones 

Were all I owned, 

I chanted Your name 

Just like Job. 

 

Father, Father, 

My life give I gladly to Thee 

Deep rivers ahead 

High mountains above 

My soul wants only Your love 

But fears gather round like wolves in the dark. 

Have You forgotten my name? 

O Lord, come to Your child. 

O Lord, forget me not. 

 

You said to lean on Your arm 

And I’m leaning 

You said to trust in Your love 

And I’m trusting 

You said to call on Your name 

And I’m calling 

I’m stepping out on Your word. 

 

 



Hymn of the Day  # 289 vs 1 & 2 “Angels We Have Heard on High”  

 

 

 

 

 

Angels we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply,  
echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 
Glo….ria in excelsis Deo;  
glo…ria in excelsis Deo. 

You said You’d be my protection, 

My only and glorious saviour, 

My beautiful Rose of Sharon, 

And I’m stepping out on Your word. 

Joy, joy 

Your word. 

Joy, joy 

The wonderful word of the Son of God. 

 

You said that You would take me to glory 

To sit down at the welcome table 

Rejoice with my mother in heaven 

And I’m stepping out on Your word. 

 

Into the alleys 

Into the byways 

Into the streets 

And the roads 

And the highways 

Past rumor mongers 

And midnight ramblers 

Past the liars and the cheaters and the gamblers. 

On Your word 

On Your word. 

On the wonderful word of the Son of God. 

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What  the gladsome tidings be  
which inspire your heavenly song? 
Refrain 



Advent Affirmation of Faith  

We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
The one who is full of patience, who is not afraid of silence, 
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise. 
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry, and who does not jostle for attention. 
 
We believe in God the Son, Saviour of creation, who slipped into Bethlehem one 
night, mostly unnoticed, who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry, who  
frequently took time alone with his patient Father, who waited for the right time to  
become the suffering servant, who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers, 
whose silence overpowered their words, who died, then rose again on a quiet  
Sunday morning. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  who strengthens, empowers, renews and  
refreshes, sometimes arriving with obvious power, sometimes with the quiet breath 
of a whisper. 
 
We believe in one God  who patiently waits for us, and who longs for us to do the 
same. 



Prayers of Intersession  

 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world.  Hear our 

prayers for everyone in need.   
 

A brief silence. 

 

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of proclaiming 

good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, SAM’s, church musicians, lay 

leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your 

word in their hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

 

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend your 

kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on 

the rhythms of nature to make their living. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care for 

one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of 

righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, God. 

Your mercy is great.  
 

We pray for people in our families and communities who are in need or distress. Send them joy 

and signs of your healing especially for Wally and Colleen, Paula, Chick, Bill, Ruthann, Beverly, 

Chuck, Wilma, Brad, Audra, Barb, Gene, Deb,  and “Tiny.” Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for those who suffer from the coronavirus, and those who have died from the corona-

virus. Receive the dead into your gentle embrace and comfort their loved ones with the power and 

protection of your peace. Give hope and healing to those who are sick and protection and healing 

hands and hearts, to the care givers and those on the front lines. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 

 

God  of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the be-

loved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all  who  mourn with  the 

oil of gladness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 



Peace 

This ancient ritual of peace-offering is a reminder of our deepest human connections, and our 
need for each other on a huge level, our interconnectedness, a reminder that we don’t walk 
through life alone, Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “We are caught in an inescapable network 
of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirect-
ly.”   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
Cross your hands over your heart. Close your eyes. Move your hands to your shoulders. 
Squeeze. Feel the hugs and joy of the people. 
 

Offering Prayer 
Let us pray: 
God of Light, our world is a very dark place. Therefore, we offer the gifts of ourselves, our 
time, and our resources, trusting you will use us to set the world aglow with your loving 
presence. May we give glory to you as our offerings continue to shine in your  created 
Kingdom. Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily  bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 
unto you. May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you hope. Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn #294 vs 2 & 3    “Good Christian Friend Rejoice” 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now you need not fear the grace; Jesus Christ was born  to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!  
 

 
Go in joy and know that Christ goes with you! Thanks be to God. 


