
 

 

Morning Worship 
Bethesda Lutheran Church 8:30 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 11:00 
August 29, 2021  

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional 

grounds of the Anishinaabe (meaning “the people”) People, and we honor 

their elders both past and present.  
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 
Prelude/Gathering 
 
Call to Worship  

God is active in our world and in our lives, 
We gather in awe of our God. 
Christ calls us into the way of love and justice, 
We gather to follow Jesus our Savior. 
The Spirit moves us in compassion and kindness, 
We gather as one people of God. 
Come, join your hearts in worship, 
And ponder the awesomeness of God. 

 
Prayer of Brokenness / Confession  
 

Awesome God, we come before You confessing our sins. We confess 
that we have accepted the way of empire. We have accepted the 
silencing of marginal voices in our society as a given. We have not 
questioned the oppression of those who are different from us, and 
when we do question, we have not always sought their liberation. We 
have ignored the cries of those who are most in need. Almighty One, 
we know You hear their cries, and we hear Your voice calling us into 
accountability. You remind us of our responsibility to love our neighbor 
as ourselves. Help us to turn to You and away from empire, away from 
the ways of this world. Remind us that we live for Your heavenly reign, 
on earth as it is in heaven, and that what we do now matters far beyond 
us. Guide us into Your ways of love, justice, and mercy. Amen. 



 

 

 
 
Blessing / Assurance of Pardon  
 
Those who turn from the world and turn back to God are forgiven. Those who 
strive to do better are forgiven. Those who seek to repair and heal in our 
broken world are forgiven. All of us, when we profess our faith in Christ, know 
the forgiveness of our God, because we feel the pull to engage in restoring 
what has been broken. Live into forgiveness with accountability. Love one 
another as Christ has loved you and go forth sharing the good news of our 
God in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn ELW #824  “This Is My Father's World”  

 
Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 
Prayer of the Day  
 
Loving God, teach us to love not as the world loves. The world views 
love as a transaction, a give and take. Teach us to love in a way that 
heals. Teach us to love in a way that restores. Teach us to love in a way 
that repairs the brokenness of our world. Teach us to love in a way that 
does not seek repayment, but rather, teach us to love wholeheartedly, 
to see one another as truly made in Your image, as brothers, sisters, 
siblings of one another, connected to all of creation. In the name of 
Jesus, who laid down his life for us out of Your wondrous love, we pray. 
Amen.  
 
WORD  
 
First Reading  Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
 
Response after Reading: The Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 15 
 
Second Reading  James 1:17-27 



 

 

 
Response after Reading: The Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel  

  
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 
Response after the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Response after the conclusion: Praise to you O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
 
Hymn of the Day #772 ELW “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
 
In a time before all knowing, God is, 
And God’s breathe fills the emptiness, creating: 
A universe, a world, an ecology, a biology and us, humankind. 
All humankind, no exceptions, no imperfections; 
And all of us beloved just as we are. 
 
In a time before all knowing, 
Christ Jesus watches the creating, 
And steps out into creation: 
Becoming, living, dying, and rising, all for us. 
All humankind, no exception, no reservations;  
All of us just as we are, God’s beloved. 
 
In a time before all knowing the Spirit is, 
And moves through every part of creation: 
Consoling, interceding, leading, and refreshing all the world, including 
us. 
All humankind, no exceptions, no differentiations; 
All of us just as we are, God’s beloved. 
 
~from Lisa’s Liturgies 
 
Prayers of Intersession  
 
Peace  
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

Share a sign of God’s peace.  

 
Offering Prayer  
Gracious Lord, you have lavished upon us the riches of your glory. You 
shelter us, care for us, and bring us safely to each stop on our journey.  
As you have given to us out of your abundance, we return our offering to 
you with praise and thanksgiving. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places:  
 

 
Words of Consecration/The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Invitation to Communion  
 
Taste and see that the Lord is good! 



 

 

 

Communion Hymn #801 ELW  “Change My Heart, O God” 

 
Prayer after Communion  
 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body 
and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and 
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, in the way of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Announcements  
 
Benediction   
 
Go on your way in good spirits, for the best is yet to come. 
 The grace of our Savior, the love of our Creator, 
  and the friendship of Holy Spirit, 
  be with you this day and forever more.  Amen! 
 
Sending Hymn #534 ELW “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name” 
Verses 1 & 2 
 
Dismissal  
 
Go in peace and serve those who hunger. 
Thanks be to God!  


