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MORNING WORSHIP 

Live on Facebook at 10:00 AM 

Coffee hour at 11am after service via Zoom  

Code: 229508663                         PW: 056996  

October 25, 2020 

Reformation Sunday 

Before we begin Worship we acknowledge that we worship on the traditional grounds of the Anishinaabe (meaning “the 

people”) People, and we honor their elders both past and present. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP    

Greetings & Announcements 

GATHERING 

Call to Worship 

It is good to give thanks to God, 

To sing praises to God’s name, O Most High. 

To declare God’s steadfast love in the morning. 

And God’s faithfulness by night 

We proclaim God’s love in music and praise, 

For great are the works of our God!   

Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, we confess that in our desire for freedom, we have ditched our responsibility. In our pursuit of 

peace, at times we have sacrificed justice and truth-telling. In our acceptance of Your gifts of the world, we 

have created a world for ourselves, where resources are exploited and the marginalized continue to suffer. 

Call us into accountability, O God. Remind us of our responsibility to care for the earth and our neighbors. 

Hold us to truth, and the work of justice. Lead us into the difficult work of stewardship, of doing the work of 

dismantling oppressive systems and our own privilege. In the way of Jesus, may we lay down our power and 

privilege, and work together for the beloved community here on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.  

Words of Assurance 

Jesus calls us to come to him, to hand over our burdens, and that we will be given rest. Be awakened to the sins in 

the world, the sin we participate in, but know that in Christ the work of forgiveness has already begun. Pursue the 

work of justice, and reconciliation will follow. Pursue the work of dismantling oppression and privilege, and know that 

Christ is at work in you. Know that you are a beloved child of God, and that we are all works in progress. Amen. 

Gathering Song  #504 vs. 1 & 2 ELW      “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

 

 

 

 

 

A mighty fortress is our God,   

a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod  

and wins salvation glorious.   

The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe!   

With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight.  

On earth he has no equal.   

No strength of ours can match his might!   

We would be lost, rejected.  

But now a champion comes to fight,  

whom God himself elected.   

You ask who this may be?  The Lord of hosts is he!   

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s ony Son adored.   

He holds the field victorious.   
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Greeting 

The God who created space and time, journeyed with us in human form, and travels with us still, be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Kyrie 
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.  
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.  
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy.  
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy.  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

Hymn of Praise  #878 ELW      “Soli Deo Gloria” 
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Prayer of the Day  

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirt renews the church in every age.  Pour out your Holy 

Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 

against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

WORD   

Readings and Prayers of Intercession are found in the Celebrate insert. 

 

First Reading  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

(after the reading)  Assistant:  The word of Life. People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalmody  Psalm 46; refrain, Ps. 46:7 
 

Second Reading  Romans 3:19-28 

(after the reading)  Assistant:  The word of Life.  People:  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John 8:31-36 

   Response after the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

   Response after the conclusion:         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Sermon  

 

Hymn of the Day  #517 vs. 1 & 3 ELW      “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”  

 

 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your word;  

curb those who by deceit or sword  

would wrest the kingdom from your Son  

and bring to naught all he has done.   

O Comforter of priceless worth,  

send peace and unity on earth;  

support us in our final strife  

and lead us out of death to life.   
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We belong to God, creator of all that is and all that is to come, abundant provider of the gifts in this life and the gifts in our 

own hearts. It is God alone who gives life, who is generous beyond measure with grace and blessing. 

We follow Christ, whom God sent to teach and heal, to show us a new way of living, with love and trust and courage, with 

joy and generosity. In this faith Jesus gave of himself, even his very life. He was crucified and buried; yet God raised him 

from death, and he lives among us, and grants his spirit to us.  

We live by that Holy Spirit, and entrust ourselves to its guidance and empowerment. As members of the church, the Body 

of Christ, we devote ourselves to lives of love, rejoicing in the power of forgiveness, the reality of resurrection, and the 

mystery of eternal life. Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intersession  

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.   

 

A brief silence. 

 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God.  Where the church is in error, reform it.  Where the 

church speaks your truth, strengthen it.  Where the church is divided unify it.  Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation for all 

living things.  Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind.   

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  

 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land.  Free all from slavery and human 

trafficking, and protect all in harms way.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Release those living in bondage to systems, debts, chronic pain, or addiction.  Grant healing touch to those who are ill 

especially Ed, Chick, Bill, Ruthann, Kay, Beverly, Chuck, Wilma, Brad, Miriam, Audra, Barb, Paula, Pavel, Alla, Oleg, 

and Victoria . 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.   

 

In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the one who 

frees us from sin and death.  Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer.   

 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you.  We give thanks for their wit-

ness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord.   Amen.  

 

Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

Offering  
 

Offering Prayer 

Faithful God, we bring these gifts before you to celebrate how you have made with us, your chosen people, a new and everlasting 

covenant. Help us to be worthy of your trust and to give you a response of deep faith expressed in service.  Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. It is indeed right and salutary that 

we should at all times and in all places offer thanks… We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

Words of Consecration  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 

time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

Invitation to Communion 

No matter who you are, no matter where you came from this morning, no matter what you bring with you... you are wel-

come, here, at this table, and in this community.  
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Communion Hymn   #729 vs. 1 & 2  ELW      “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”  

 

 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

O holy one, you are our host as well as our shepherd. You invite us to the banquet of life. All parts of the world are 

invited - enemies and friends, the alienated and powerful, those close at hand and those far off. We thank you for of-

fering  the abundance and lavishness of bread broken and shared, and the cup of refreshment that leads to new life. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

Blessing 

May the blessing of God be upon you.  May the light of Christ illumine your way. And may the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

abound in your life to the glory of God and the good of ALL creation. Amen. 

Sending Song   #504 vs 3 & 4 ELW     “A Might Fortress Is Our God”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

Loving God, we 

thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word, and encouraging us in our worship.  Now send us out to 

love.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.  

 

Birthdays— Friday October 30– Dan Weber 

   

    The website’s calendar has all of the zoom links. https://www.bethesdalutheranbayfield.com/calendar 

 

Walking with Asylum Seekers October 27th 3PM 

Trick or Trunk October 31st 5-7PM 

Daylight Savings Time Ends All Saints Day November 1st 

 

The church of Christ,  

in every age beset by change,  

but Spirit led, must claim and test its heritage  

and keep on rising from the dead.  

We have no mission but to serve 

 in full obedience to our Lord;  

to care for all, without reserve,  

and spread his liberating word.  

Though hordes of devils fill the land all threatening to devour us,  

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot over pow’r us.   

Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we’ll engage!   

His might Is doomed to fail;  

God’s judgement must prevail!  One little word subdues him.   
 

God’s word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it;  

for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit.   

Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse,  

through life be wrenched away they cannot win today.   

The kingdom’s ours forever.   


