
This morning I have used with permission the thoughts and words of 
Debbie Thomas, an essay writer on the website, Journey with Jesus, some 
Richard Rohr and a quote from Fredrick Buechner. 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation from our hearts meet with 
your gracious approval, my strength, my rock, our moral compass. Amen. 

Have you reminisced in the past few months what normal was like before 
covid? Have you imagined what normal might be, after covid? The 
dictionary defines normal as conforming to a type, standard, or regular 
behavior. So my question today is what decides or better who decides what 
this standard, regular behavior is to be? Who decides how we define 
normal? What is your normal as a beloved child of God. 

The sermon on the mount is Jesus’ starting point of his ministry and the 
summation of all of his teachings. In other words Jesus is giving us what a 
normal life should look like and maybe even what a political agenda looks 
like. And not only looks like but is lived. What if Jesus’ words Jesus’ way 
were our normal? 

In the Beatitudes, Jesus claims that the poor, the mournful, the meek, the 
hungry, the merciful, the pure-hearted, the peaceful, and the persecuted 
are “blessed.”  Blessed can also be translated as Happy are you, fortunate 
are you, the ones whose lives are aligned with the heart and character of 
God.  

The Beatitudes has often been named “Be-attitudes,” — that is, attitudes 
and perspectives we should seek to adopt in order to earn favor from God. 
An attitude or perspective that as christians we should or ought to hold to 
be truly blessed by God. But when you read the passage again,  notice that 
this scripture does not contain a single “should,” “ought,” or “thou shalt.”  
There is no transactional language in these verses at all. No 
commandments. This is solely the norm for Jesus.  

Richard Rohr says, “Each of these invitations, for that is what they are, are 
concerned about vulnerable and outpouring relationship, which is 
necessary for the second half of life, in the same way that the Ten 
Commandments serve for ego-identity in the first half of life. The Beatitudes 
are descriptions of a mature human person much more than prescriptions 
for other-worldly salvation. They offer something astoundingly new to 



human consciousness, which is a lifestyle based on vulnerability, mutuality, 
service--and thus a willingness to be usable for God, history, healing, and 
one another.  

The Beatitudes turned upside down the political and social world of the 
Roman Empire of Caesar Augustus and of the Jewish religious elite of 
Judea and Jerusalem. The beatitudes are a drastic reassessment of 
political and social affairs, applied not only to its own time but to all future 
times, including today.  A new reality, facts about how the world needs to 
work, a description of life as it truly must be if we are to live in the Kingdom 
of God. This is God’s normal. 

Debbie Thomas said, “The problem, of course, is that God’s “normal” is not 
the normal I see and experience in the world around me. I live in a world 
where the loudest, strongest, wealthiest, and most privileged people prey 
on the “less fortunate.”  I live in a world where greed and selfishness pay 
big time, while meekness, mercy, and mournfulness earn little more than 
contempt.  I live in a world where securing my own ease and comfort is my 
“right” — the hell with the rest of creation.” 

From a wisdom perspective (that is, from the point of view of the 
transformation of consciousness), “poor in spirit” designates an inner 
attitude of receptivity and openness; one is blessed because only in this 
state is it possible to receive anything. 

There’s a wonderful Zen story that illustrates this teaching. A young seeker, 
keen to become the student of a certain master, is invited to an interview at 
the master’s house. 

The student rambles on about all his spiritual experience, his past teachers, 
his insights and skills, and his pet philosophies. The master listens silently 
and begins to pour a cup of tea. He pours and pours, and when the cup is 
overflowing he keeps right on pouring. Eventually the student notices 
what’s going on and interrupts his monologue to say, “Stop pouring! The 
cup is full.” 

The teacher says, “Yes, and so are you. How can I possibly teach you?” 

In other words, what Jesus describes in his sermon is a world turned 
upside-down by passionate conviction, intensity, and desire.  An economy 



of blessing that sounds ludicrous to those who refuse to feel so deeply.  A 
reordering of priority and privilege that the church has found awkward and 
even offensive for centuries.  

In a beautiful reflection on Jesus’s upside-down kingdom, Frederick 
Buechner writes this: “The world says, ‘Mind your own business,’ and Jesus 
says, ‘There is no such thing as your own business.’ The world says, 
‘Follow the wisest course and be a success,’ and Jesus says, ‘Follow me 
and be crucified.’ The world says, ‘Drive carefully — the life you save may 
be your own’ — and Jesus says, ‘Whoever would save his life will lose it, 
and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.’ The world says, ‘Law and 
order,’ and Jesus says, ‘Love.’ The world says, ‘Get’ and Jesus says, ‘Give.’ 
In terms of the world's sanity, Jesus is crazy as a coot, and anybody who 
thinks he can follow him without being a little crazy too is laboring less 
under a cross than under a delusion.” 

This is not prosperity theology. This is not “blessing” as health, wealth, and 
happiness. This is a teaching so costly, so soul-rattling, so unpalatable, that 
most of us will do anything to domesticate or ignore it. 

From my devotion this morning from Richard Rohr: “We must use the 
power of the Gospel to critique and affirm both the Left and the Right on 
most public positions, even while knowing that political or programmatic 
changes—of themselves—will never fully bring about the goodness, 
charity, or transformation that the Gospel offers the world. 

What I mean by public virtue is primarily about solidarity with others, as 
opposed to an exclusive concern with “my inner life.” As different parts of 
the Body of Christ, we each have strengths and gifts that are needed by the 
entire body. We are called by the Spirit to use these gifts in service and 
love for our hurting world and not just for our private sense of “holiness.”  

Two days before an aggressive election the challenge and the invitation of 
Jesus’s beatitudes remain. The days and months after the election the 
challenge and the invitation of Jesus’s beatitudes remain the same. Will 
God’s normal become ours?  Will we align our priorities with God’s heart?  
Will we center, privilege, and bless what matters most to God? No matter 
what happens in this election the challenge for the christian remains. The 
invitation is the same as it was centuries ago. This is the message to love, 
to love all of God’s creation and to start at the bottom.  



May we see all as it is, and may it all be as we see it.  
May we be the ones to make it as it should be, 
For if not us, who? If not now, when? 
This is answering the cry of justice with the work of peace, 
This is redeeming the pain of history with the grace of wisdom,  
This is the work we are called to and this is the call we answer now: 
To be the barrier and the bridge, 
To be the living embodiment of our love, 
To be about the work of building the Beloved community, 
To be a people of intention and a people of conscience. Amen 



Reading the names: 

Before we sing our gathering song on this All Saints Day I will 
name the saints still among us but who have departed form our 
world this past year. 

Blessed be the memory of these saints of God who lived and 
worked among us, our companions in our pilgrimage of faith, who 
have found their rest in God… 

Dr Don Anderson  

Peg Dollinger 

Harold Hyde 

Lyle Huusko 

Marilyn Larsen 

Betty Ostrum.  

Let us pray: 
Eternal God, your love is stronger than death, and your passion 
more fierce than the grave. We rejoice in the lives of those whom 
you have drawn into your eternal embrace. Keep us in joyful 
communion with them until we join the saints of every people and 
nation gathered before your throne in your ceaseless praise, 
through the way of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Eternal rest 
grant to them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
Amen.


